. Relationship between growing degree hours (GDH) 30 days after full bloom and the number of days from full bloom to harvest for the cultivar 'Improved French' at Kearney Figure 1 how many days there will be from full bloom to harvest for this year. Figure 2 . If the GDH 30 (growing degree hours from full bloom to 30 days after full bloom) for your orchard location this year is 6500 then you can use the figure above to estimate that your fruit maturity date will be about 162 days (+/-5days) after full bloom.
In 2006 the predicted Improved French harvest date using this method was September 10 th at in Winters, CA, approximating 157 days from full bloom to harvest. For Kearney we predicted the harvest date of French would be about September 4 th approximating 160 days from full bloom to harvest. This estimate was within 5 days of the actual harvest at both locations. 
